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On June 9th, 2019, over a million protestors took to the streets of the semi-au- 
tonomous city of Hong Kong to stand up against an unpopular bill that would 
make it easier to extradite Hong Kong residents to mainland China for prosecu- 
tion. This was seen by many as an infringement on the relative freedom and civil 
liberties Hong Kongers have enjoyed since the city was “given back” to China 
by Britain in 1997. What has followed for months has been increasingly intense 
street battles between mostly very young, black clad protestors and the police. The 
protestors have experienced a consistently expanding base of support far beyond 
the younger generations, with other residents regularly providing care and sup- 
port for their escape from “hot zones’, people coming out to feed them and dress 
their wounds, giving them places to rest after day or night long mobilizations, 
and much more. The police have formed their own alliances, often with organized 
crime syndicates to brutally try and impose order on the situation. A notable and 
widespread aspect to this struggle is that it has heavily relied on graffiti for both 
delivering messages to the world and expressing internal debates within a popular 
mass movement. 


In an effort to document some of this we have compiled some of our favorites 
here. We make no claims of this being exhaustive research. Most of the pictures 
were found on Twitter and therefore skew heavily to partisans within the uprising 
we have more affinity for. It is also worth noting that about 46% of Hong Kong 
residents speak English. The high amount of English language graffiti is also likely 
due to the widespread strategy amongst the movement which aims to get atten- 
tion from Western and particularly US media. This strategy comes from the fact 
that the West is generally seen as the ultimate rival to China, presumably to put 
pressure on the Chinese government and force the hand of the West to intervene. 


Despite what misgivings we may have about this strategy, it has certainly helped 
provide a window into the dynamics of the movement, and made for some inspir- 
ing poetry and imagery. If youd like to read more about this ongoing struggle, we 
highly recommend two in-depth interviews with participants done by crimethinc. 
com, as well as the newly launched website Jausan.hk. 


- fragments, September 2019 


’D RATHER 
BE ASHES 
THAN DUST 


Graffiti from the Uprising in Hong Kong, 2019 
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“Flash-mob blockades appeared in multiple districts the weekend of August 10. On 
August 11, protesters from Sham Shui Po moved to Tsim Sha Tsui, where the po- 
lice ruptured the right eye of a female first-aider using beanbag rounds. “An eye for 
an eye” became a viral meme, and the “Eye for Hong Kong Campaign” started by 
Kim Ui-Seong, a well-known South Korean actor, spread around the world later in 
August.” - Crimethinc, from their article “3 Months of Insurrection: An Anarchist 
Collective in Hong Kong Appraises the Achievments and Limits of the Revolt 
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“Never forget 8/31” 


le a This was the day police stormed a subway station, indiscriminately beating and pepper 
e spraying protestors and unaffiliated passengers alike. The incident went viral, a catalyst to 
a pt ee Tabs an . growing popular support for even the more militant sections of the protests. 
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From Crimethinc: “Graffiti reading “You have forced us to revolt, an eye for an === 


eye, we will never be divided, kiss your scrotum,” referencing an unforgettable © a 
meme that has circulated over the last month and a half, originating from a 
message board post in which a user hilariously miswrote the character for “kick” 
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Graffiti left after the storming of the HK legislature refer- 
encing the treatment of uyghur muslims in Xinjiang, China. 


n October of 2018 a nebulous and populist movement began in France that soon 
took on a riotous and confrontational character. Against all projections this move- 
ment has sustained itself ever since, ebbing and flowing in its numbers and levels o 
street confrontation, but never seemingly actually ending or plateauing as most con- 
temporary social movements have done. Named after the yellow safety vests donned 
by participants, the image of the Yellow Vest has now spread, being a recognizable 
symbol of popular resistance far beyond the borders of France. At the start of the 
uprising in Hong Kong, protestors took up the popular quote from Bruce Lee to “be| 
like water” as a way to lean in to the movement’s supposed “leaderlessness” and 
nebulous character. The image of the Yellow Jacket (Gilets Jaunes in French) and the| 
command to “Be Water” have now spread across the globe tying together disparate 
movements. 


